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gladly lie'down and take their eternal rest. Mean-
while and without looking so far forward, we may
remark, that those who believe the immortality of the
soul, generally quit life with fully as much, if not
more, reluctance, as those who have no such expecta-
tion. The mere cessation of existence is no evil to
uny one: the idea is only formidable through the
illusion of imagination which makes one conceive
oneself as if one were alive and feeling oneself dead.
"What is odious in death is not death itself, but the
act of dying, and its lugubrious accompaniments : all
of which must be equally undergone by the believer
in immortality. NOT* can I perceive that -the sceptic
loses by his scepticism any real and valuable consolation
except one ; the hope of reunion with those dear to
him who have ended their earthly life before him.
That loss, indeed, is neither to be denied nor extenu-
ated. In many cases it is beyond the reach of com-
parison or estimate; and will always suffice to keep
alive, in the more sensitive natures, the imaginative
hope of a futurity which, if there is nothing to prove,
there is as little in our knowledge and experience to
contradict.

History, so far as we know it, bears out the
opinion., that mankind can perfectly well do without
the belief in a heaven. The Greeks had anything
but a tempting idea of a future state. Their Elysian
fields held out very little attraction to their feelings